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('['hls repnvt surveys non-Communist press and radio comment on the Communist

a.rgeowha’t, America uses bacterial weapon; fhls comment does not necessarily
*eflecf‘publlc opinicen in the pertirent areas. 'This report is based, in part,
on a su;’vey prepared in response to a special request.)

From thP small volume of comment avaeilable it does not appear that non-Communist
scurces| place much credence in Communist charges that the Americans are using
bacterial weapons in Korea and Chinae. In most cases there is no discussion of
the va.lldity of the charges; they are explicitly or implicitly dismissed as mere
propaga.urlau Ir. three cases there are noncommital calls for investigation of the
r‘h&rges‘ Other references report epldemics in Northern Asia but do not discuss
the charges one way or the other. Thus, mo non~Communist source comes out
direc*;y in support of the charges. :

This relative lack of comment on the BW charges suggesi,e a lack of interest that
could be a corsequence of disbelief. This lack of interest can also be inferred
from *bé speculative comments noted above. Melbourné, for example, indicates
concnm over possible illness among Australian troops and the West Berlin TAG
expresses corcern over the rumcr that the Soviet Unidn is sending German doctors
to plaghe-infested areas; but these expressions of concern contain no hint of
belief ‘1n the charges that the Americans are using BW.

Outr_gh* ReJjection: More than half of the references to the BW charges reject
them outright. A Radio Paris commentator nctes the soporific effect of Soviet
propag&nda and the Netherlands radio, French Union newspapers in Saigon, Austrian
sourcesl, and apokesmen for the Iranian and ROK governments also rpgect the -
cbarges‘ Paris rlchculos the L.baL'EPS while the Salgon papers and Radio Pusan
aenounre them as "vile propaganda.'" Radio Teheran quotes a Government spdkesmen
as declaring that tne ldea of American use of biological weapons is "unthinkeble"
vhile H:leer um suggests that the cherges are a propaganda device 1mended to
delay the truse talkts. Sources in Taipel describe the charges as a "pretext,"”
but do not elaborate. On 5 April Stockholm quotes a: ‘8wedish bacteriologist es
classifying the charges as "highly improbable.”

A i‘lu.r'ry of comments from Austria classifies the charges as mere propaganda.
Two Viennese newspapers and Radio Graz denounce Professor Brandweiner, the
Austrian chairman of the IADL Commission which "investigated" the charges, for
participating in such a propagande trick and for distorting the facts. DAS
KLEINE VOLKSBLATT, (People’s Party) claims that "there is only one thing true
about alleged U.S. germ warfare--the epidemics" themselves,vwhile DIE PRESSE
(independent) speeks of the "primitive nature of 'Communist germ propegandas.'"
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Calls for Investigation: The Paris LE MONDE, , the H]:N‘DUSTAN STA}TDARD and a

; spokesman of the Indonesian Government call for investigation of the charges.
; LE MONDE sees Communist acceptance of an investigation as proof| of sincerity,
i and the HINDUSTAN STANDARD believes that the seriousness of the charges mekes
immediate investigation imperative. It nominates the Red Cross| for this task,
vhile Jakarta gquotes a Government spokesman as calling for investigation

i either by an internationsl group or by representatives of neutral nations,
i should the Ccmmunists re ject international investigatiod. :
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